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The Odyssey 
Odyssey is a Greek word meaning “the tale of Odysseus.” 
It consists of 12,109 lines in dactylic hexameter 
It is made up of 24 books in three sections: 1. The quest of Telemachus 2. The story of Odysseus 3. Odysseus returns home 
Major characters: • Odysseus, king of Ithaca • Telemachus: his son, now 20 years old • Penelope: his wife, waiting patiently for his return • The suitors: a rabble of bums hanging around the palace waiting to marry Penelope • Mentor: an advisor to Telemachus (his “mentor”) • King, queen and princess of the Phaeacians • Nestor, Menelaus, and Helen 
Books I-IV: The quest of Telemachus 
1. Homer invokes the muse to tell a story of a man who wanders. 2. Quick review of the Trojan War 3. Athena approaches Odysseus’ son, Telemachus (in disguise) and reminds him to act: if Odysseus is dead, he must assert himself; if Odysseus is living, he must find him. 4. Penelope is harassed by suitors and they abuse Telemachus when he orders them to leave. 5. Athena disguised as Mentor tells Telemachus what to do 6. Telemachus accompanied by Mentor (Athena) goes to Pylos (Nestor) and Sparta (Menelaus and Helen) to get info on his dad 
Book V-XII: The story of Odysseus 1. Athena convinces Zeus to release Odysseus from the nymph Calypso. 2. Odysseus reaches the Phaeacians where he collapses in the brush 3. Odysseus is discovered by the princess; he goes to the palace and tells his story 
Books XIII-XXII: return and vengeance 
1. The Phaeacians give Odysseus many gifts and transport him to Ithaca 2. Odysseus goes to the hut of a faithful servant. 3. Telemachus returns and also goes to the hut 4. Odysseus reveals his identify and makes Telemachus keep it a secret 5. Telemachus returns to the palace 
6. Odysseus returns to the palace disguised as a beggar; his dog recognizes him and then dies 7. Odysseus’ aged nurse recognizes him from a scar on his leg 8. Penelope tells the suitors that she will pick the suitor who can string her husband’s bow and shoot an arrow through twelve axes 9. The suitors accept the challenge, but none are successful 10. Odysseus effortlessly does it, and Telemachus steps to his side. 11. Odysseus kills the suitors 12. The treacherous women (Penelope’s maids) are hanged 13. Odysseus and Penelope are reunited and spend special time together 14. Odysseus visits his father 15. While he is gone, the citizens come to the palace to claim the bodies of the dead suitors, and try to storm the house of Odysseus’ father 16. Zeus states that Odysseus’ revenge is justified 17. The attackers are killed and Zeus throws and lightening bolt for good measure. 
 




















