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The Grammar Of Phrasal verbs: 
 Therearefourdifferenttypesofphrasalverb:  TYPE 1: intransitive: • theseverbsdonothaveadirectobject:e.g.takeoff–theplanetookoff.  TYPE 2: transitive and separable: • theseverbsneedadirectobject,andtheprepositioncanbeseparatedfromthemain verb • iftheobjectisanounitcangobeforeorafterthepreposition • iftheobjectisapronoun,itmustgobeforethepreposition e.g.telloff–theteachertoldoffthestudent,ortheteachertoldthestudentoff,or theteachertoldheroff,butNOTtheteachertoldoffher  TYPE 3: transitive and inseparable: • theseverbsneedadirectobject,buttheprepositioncannotbeseparatedfromthe mainverb e.g.lookafter– Ilookaftermynephew,or–Ilookafterhim butNOT–Ilookmynephewafter,andNOT–Ilookhimafter  TYPE 4: verbs with two prepositions: • thesearealsotransitiveandinseparable e.g.runoutof  wehaverunoutofmilk,or–wehaverunoutof it,butNOT–wehaverunoutitof  Ifphrasalverbsarefollowedbyaverb,itisalwaysagerund(verb–ing).Thisistrueevenifthe prepositionis‘to’.Forexample:Iamlookingforwardtosee ing you.  
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Deal with   (dealisanirregularverb:deal,dealt,dealt)
 Julie:Lookatallthismessinthekitchen!  John:Don’tworry–I’ll deal with itassoonasI’vefinishedmylunch.    Herearesomemoreexamples:  • I’ll deal with thewashinguplater. • Couldyou deal with thisreportnow? • AfterI’d dealt with thebathroom,Istartedcleaningthelivingroom. • Julie’s dealing with theproblemnow. • I’lldeal with thechildren’sdinnerlater–IthinkI’llgivethempasta.  Whatdoes‘dealwith’mean? 1) takethenecessaryaction 2) cleanortidyaroom  Wemostlyuse‘dealwith’whenthereisaproblemthatneedstoberesolved,orsomethingweneedto do.Whenweuse‘dealwith’(forexample,I’lldealwiththekitchen)wethinkthepersonweare talkingtowillunderstandthatwemean‘clean’,perhapsbecauseheorshehasseenthedirtykitchen.If themeaningisnotclear,eitherbecausethepersondoesn’tknowthesituation,orbecausethethingwe needtodoisnotobvious,thenweuseanotherverb.  Dealwithisatype3phrasalverb.Arethesesentencescorrect?  I’ll deal with thepaperworktomorrow. I’ll deal it with tomorrow. I’ll deal with ittomorrow. I’ll deal thepaperwork with tomorrow. I’ll deal with .  
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Makesentencesusing‘dealwith’:      Ineedto______.       Theshopassistantshould______politely.       I’vealready______.      Othermeanings:  Theshopassistantis dealing with acustomernow. Julieoften deals with difficultclients. dealwith=talkto/discusswithsomeone  Thisbook deals with therelationshipbetweensisters. Thefilm deals with thehorrorsofwar. dealwith=beabout/talkabout
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Come across   (comeisanirregularverb:come,came,come)
 Julie:HiJohn,howareyou? John:Great!Ijust came across £40inmywintercoat! Julie:Fantastic–coffee’sonyou!    Herearesomemoreexamples:  I came across somemoneyinthestreet. She came across someoldphotographswhenshewascleaningtheattic. We came across theperfectpresentforLiwhilewewereshopping. He came across alovelycaféinCambridge.   Whatdoes‘comeacross’mean? 1) Findsomethingyouwerelookingfor. 2) Findsomethingyouweren’tlookingfor.  Comeacrossisusedwhenyouaren’tlookingforsomething,butyoufinditwhileyouaredoing somethingelse.Comeacrossisn’tgenerallyusedforpeople,insteadweuse‘runinto’.  Comeacrossisatypethreephrasalverb.  Arethesesentencescorrect? I came across thephotos. I came them across. I came thephotos across . I came across . I came across them. 
 ©2008www.perfectenglishgrammar.com Maybefreelycopiedforpersonalorclassroomuse.  7
Makesentencesusing‘comeacross’(usethepastsimple):      Lucy______yesterday.        I______inashoebox.        I______inthebathroom.    ComeacrossOthermeanings:  John comes across asabitboring,buthe’slovelywhenyougettoknowhim. Lucy came across reallywellduringtheinterview. comeacross=giveanimpression(ofyourcharacter) (thismeaningistype1,noticeweneed‘as’ifwewanttoaddmoredetails–exceptwhenweuse‘well’ or‘badly’)  Theartist’sloveforhiswifereally comes across inthisportraitofher. Hesayshefeelspassionatelyaboutthesubject,butthatpassiondoesn’t come across inhiswriting. comeacross=beeasilynoticed/beclear(whenwearetalkingaboutanideaexpressedinwriting/art /film/poetry) (thismeaningistype1–noticethe‘in’whenweaddthetypesofart/poetryetc) 
 ©2008www.perfectenglishgrammar.com Maybefreelycopiedforpersonalorclassroomuse.  8
Get on (with)    (getisanirregularverb:get,got,got)
 Julie:Ireallyneedanewjob!Thisoneissoboring,andalthoughI get on with mycolleagues,Idon’t get on verywell with myboss. John:Whydon’tyoutwo get on?  Julie:Heisn’tverypolite,andhedoesn’tconsiderotherpeople’s opinions.  Herearesomemoreexamples:  I get on reallywell with mysisters. Shedoesn’t get on with hermotherinlaw. We get on verywell,eventhoughwedon’tseeeachotherveryoften. Heandhissisterdon’t get on .  Whatdoes‘geton(with)’mean? 1) Haveafriendlyrelationshipwithsomeone. 2) Spendalotoftimewithsomeone.  Geton(with)isbothatypeoneandatypefourphrasalverb.Whenitdoesn’thaveanobject,wedon’t need‘with’–inthiscaseitistype1.Inthiscase,thetwo(ormore)peoplewhohaveagood relationshiparethesubjectoftheverb:JulieandJohngeton.  Ifwewantanobject(ifwewanttoputoneofthepeopleaftertheverb)weneed‘with’.Inthiscase, thisphrasalverbistypefour:IgetonwellwithLucy.  Wecanuse‘well’‘verywell’‘reallywell’withgetonandgetonwith.Theygoafter‘on’,orafterthe object:Wegetonverywell.IgetonreallywellwithJulie.Hegetsonwithhisbossverywell.    Whichsentencesarecorrect?  I get on well with mymotherinlaw. Idon’t get on with . Shedoesn’t get on herbrother with . Wedon’t get on . I get on reallywell.  
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Makesentencesusing‘getonwith’: 
I______.       I______.        I______.
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Look after 
 Julie:Couldyou look after mysuitcaseforasecond?Ijustneedto buyabottleofwater. Li:Sure,noproblem.    Herearesomemoreexamples: Mymother looks after mycatwhenI’monholiday. I look after mydaughterinthemornings,andshegoestonurseryschoolintheafternoon. Wouldyou look after thisclient,pleaseJohn? Youneedto look after yourplantsifyouwantthemtolive!  Whatdoes‘lookafter’mean? 1) toberesponsiblefor,takecareof. 2) tocarry   Lookafterisatype3phrasalverb.Whichsentencesarecorrect?  I look after mynephew. I look after him. I look him after.  I look after . I look mynephew after .   Makesentenceswith‘lookafter’:      Wouldyoumind______thisweekend?    
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     Couldyou______foraminute?        Thebabysitteris______thisevening.
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Pick up 
 Julie:Hello?IsthatLucy? Lucy:HiJulie,whereareyou? Julie:I’mstillonthetrain.Weshouldarriveinabouthalfanhour. Lucy:Noproblem.I’llcomeand pick you up atthestation.  Herearesomemoreexamples:  I’ll pick you up at8pmatyourhouse,andwecangotothepartytogether. Davidis picking up hisfriendattheairport–heshouldbebacksoon. Mymotherusedto pick me up afterschool. Couldyou pick up myscarfonyourwayhome?IleftitatJulie’sflat. John:Howdidyougethomefromtheairport? Jill:Mysister picked us up .  Whatdoes‘pickup’mean? 1) collect/gosomewheretogetsomeoneorsomething 2) drivesomeonesomewhereinyourcar  Pickupisatype2verb.  Whicharecorrect? I picked up Julie. I picked up her. I picked up . I picked her up . I picked Julie up .   Makesentencesusing‘pickup’:     I’mgoingto______fromtheairportat3.    
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     Willyou______fromthestationlater?        Ineedtogointotownto______this afternoon.    Othermeanings:  ‘Pickup’hasalotofmeanings–herearetwomore.  Couldyou pick up thebabyplease–she’scryingandwantsacuddle. Ican’t pick thissuitcase up –it’stooheavy. pickup=lift,raiseupusingyourhands  He picked up alotofGermanwhenhelivedinBerlin. Don’tworryifyoudon’tknowhowtousethecomputerverywell–you’llsoon pick it up . pickup=learninformally,withoutreallystudying,butbyusingthelanguage/computeretc.
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Review 1 
 Matchtheverbsandtheirmeanings:  pickup      findbychance comeacross      haveagoodrelationshipwith dealwith      collect lookafter      takecareof/beresponsiblefor getonwith      dowhateverisnecessary    Putinthecorrectphrasalverb(youmighthavetochangetheformoftheverb):  I’mgoingtotheairportto______Julie. Wouldyoumind______mybikeforamomentwhileIruntotheshop? I’ll______thekitchenlater,afterIgethomefromwork.Iknowit’sveryuntidy. John______somephotosofhisgrandparentsintheloftyesterday. I______verywell______allmyfamily–weareveryclose. 
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Put on     (putisanirregularverb:put,put,put)
 Mum: Put yourcoat on !We’regoingout.  Child:Aww,Mum,Idon’twanttowearmycoat–it’stoohot. Mum:Well,atleast put on ajumper.
Herearesomemoreexamples:
Put on somegloves–it’sreallycoldoutside. Igetup,takeashower, put myclotheson andgotowork. Healways puts on sunscreenbeforegoingoutside. Put yourshoeson we’releaving. Mymother puts on makeupbeforegoingout.  Whatdoes‘puton’mean? 1) removingclothesorcosmetics 2) theactionofcoveringyourbodywithclothes/cosmeticsetc.  Putonistype2phrasalverb:  Whicharecorrect? I put on myshoes. I put myshoes on . I put on.  I put them on . I put on them.   
 ©2008www.perfectenglishgrammar.com Maybefreelycopiedforpersonalorclassroomuse.  16 
Makesentencesusing‘puton’:        Don’tforgetto______it’ssnowing.        Youshouldreally______.Thesunis veryhotandyourshouldersareabitpink.       I______aftermyshowerinthemorning.     Othermeanings:  Put on theTV,thenewsisabouttostartandI’dliketowatchit. CouldI put somemusic on ? WhenI put on thelights,Iwokeupthechildren. puton=turnon/press‘play’orthe‘on’switchforsomethingelectrical(seealso‘turnon’). 
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Take off     (takeisanirregularverb:take,tooktaken)
 John:DoyoumindifI take off myshoes? Jill:Ofcoursenot,makeyourselfcomfortable.    Herearesomemoreexamples:  Comeinsideand take yourcoat off . Youshould take off yourshoesbeforeenteringahouseinJapan. I take off mymakeupbeforegoingtobed.  Whatdoes‘takeoff’mean? 1) Cleanapieceofclothing/accessoryetc. 2) Removeapieceofclothing/accessories/makeup.   Takeoffisatype2phrasalverb.Choosethecorrectsentence(s).  I take off mycoat. I take it off.  I take off.  I take off it. I take mycoat off. 
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Makesentencesusing‘takeoff’:       Please______insidethehouse.       Don’tyouwantto______?It’sveryhotinhere.        Ioftenforgetto______beforeIgoto bed.    Othermeanings:  Lucy:Whattimedoestheplane take off ? Keiko:Ithinkit’sabout8:15,butofcourse,weneedtoarriveatthe airportatleastanhourandahalfbeforethat.Ithinkweshouldleavethe houseatabout5:30. Lucy:Asearlyasthat!Ohno!  Herearesomemoreexamples: Theplanewassupposedto take off at9pmbutinfactweleft2hourslate. ThePresident’shelicopter took off fromLondonat5:15. Thehotairballoon took off andthecrowdcheered. Takeoff=leavetheground.‘Takeoff’(withthismeaning)isatype1phrasalverb:
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Look into 
 Newsreader: Sevendiamondshavebeenstolenfromthehouseof Mr.Blackthebanker.Amanwasseenrunningaway fromthehouseat3amthismorning.Thepoliceare looking into thecrimeandhopetohavemore informationsoon.   Herearesomemoreexamples:  JuliewantstogotoBrightonfortheday,butI’mnotsurehowtogetthereI’ll look into ittonight. Themanagementare looking into creatinganewdepartment. JohnwantstotakeacourseinFrench,sohe’s looking into theclassesthatare availablenearhishouse. They looked into gettingananny,butitwassoexpensivetheydecidednotto.  Whatdoes‘lookinto’mean? 1) Trytofindacriminal. 2) Investigate/checkallthefactsaboutsomething.  Lookintoisatype3verb:  Whicharecorrect? I’ll look into theproblem. I’ll look it into . I’ll look into it. I’ll look theproblem into . I’ll look into . 
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Makesentencesusing‘lookinto’:     Weneedto______forourweekendin Paris.         Thepoliceare______.Ireallyhopethey’ll findmybag.      Imust______thisyear–myoldoneis alwayshavingproblems.
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Turn down 
 David:Wouldyoumind turning themusic down ?I’mtryingtostudy. Julie:Oh,I’msosorry.I’ll turn it down immediately.    Somemoreexamples:  I turned theTV down ,butmyflatmatecouldstillhearitinhisroom. Theyshould turn down themusic–it’sverylate. Itriedto turn down theradio,butthevolumewasbroken. Turn it down please!I’mtryingtosleep!  Whatdoes‘turndown’mean?  1) Tomakethesoundlouder. 2) Tomakethesoundquieter.  ‘Turndown’isatype2phrasalverb.Whichsentencesarecorrect?  I turned themusic down . I turned down themusic. I turned it down . I turned down it. I turned down.     Makesentenceswith‘turndown’.       Please______it’sveryloud.  
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    Perhapsyoushould______everyone onthebuscanhearyourmusic.       Don’t______,I’mlisteningtothe news.    Othermeanings:  Thebossofferedmethejob,butI turned it down . JohnaskedJulieoutonadate,butshe turned him down . Ican’tbelieveyou turned down apromotion! Turndown=‘refuseanoffer’.Inthiscaseitisalsoatype2phrasalverb.   Similarwords:  Aswellas turn down ,wealsouse turn up =makethesoundlouder, turn on =pressthe‘on’button/ start,and turn off =pressthe‘off’button/stop.Allthesephrasalverbsarealsotype2.  Forexample: Please turn theTV up –Ican’thearit. She turned on thelights,asitwasgettingdark. Don’tforgetto turn off theironwhenyouhavefinished!
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Look forward to 
 Lucy:Ican’twaitformyholiday!I’mreally looking forward to it. ThistimenextweekI’llbeonthebeach! Julie:Howlongareyoustaying? Lucy:Threeweeksofsunandsea!  Herearesomemoreexamples:  I’mreally looking forward to theendofexams. Johnwas looking forward to theconcert,butinfactitwasn’tasgoodashe’dhoped. We’re looking forward to seeingyounextweek. I’mverymuch looking forward to theweekend.  Whatdoes‘lookforwardto’mean? 1) tobeexcitedandhappyaboutsomethingthatwillhappeninthefuture. 2) tohaveaplantodosomething.   ‘Lookforwardto’isatype4phrasalverb.Likeallotherphrasalverbs,itisfollowedbythegerund (verbing)ifyouwanttouseaverbastheobject.Whichsentencesarecorrect?  I’m looking forward to myholiday. I’m looking forward myholidayto. I’m looking forward toit. I’m looking forward to going. I’m looking forward to go. I’m looking forward to.   Othermeanings:  Weoftenuse‘lookforwardto’attheendsoflettersoremails.Inthiscaseit’sjustpoliteratherthan reallymeaningthatyouareexcited.Forexample,attheendofaformalletter(anapplicationfor example)wemightsay:‘Ilookforwardtohearingfromyousoon’.
 ©2008www.perfectenglishgrammar.com Maybefreelycopiedforpersonalorclassroomuse.  24 
Review 2 
 Matchthephrasalverbsandtheirmeanings:  puton    makethesoundquieter takeoff   coveryourbodywithclothesetc lookinto   beexcitedaboutsomethinginthefuture turndown   removeclothesetc lookforwardto   investigate/lookatallthefactsaboutsomething  Putinthecorrectphrasalverb(youmightneedtochangetheform):  Youshould______acoat–it’sreallycoldoutside. Please,please______themusic.Iwanttomakeaphonecall. I’mreally______tonight–we’regoingoutfordinnerandtothetheatreitshould befun. Please______yourhatinsidethehouse. IwanttogoonholidaytoTurkey,butIdon’tknowanythingaboutit–I’mplanningto ______itthisweekend.
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Answers: 
 1. Dealwithmeans:1)takethenecessaryaction  I’ll deal with thepaperworktomorrow.√ I’ll deal it with tomorrow.  I’ll deal with ittomorrow.√ I’ll deal thepaperwork with tomorrow.  I’ll deal with .  Ineedtodealwiththispaperwork. Theshopassistantshoulddealwithcustomerspolitely. I’vealreadydealtwitheverything.  2. Comeacrossmeans:2)Findsomethingyouweren’tlookingfor.  I came across thephotos.√ I came them across.  I came thephotos across . I came across . I came across them.√  Lucycameacrosssomeoldschoolbooksyesterday. Icameacrossmyoldlovelettersinashoebox. IcameacrossJulie’sglassesinthebathroom.  3. Getonwithmeans:1)Haveafriendlyrelationshipwithsomeone.  I get on well with mymotherinlaw.√ Idon’t get on with . Shedoesn’t get on herbrother with . Wedon’t get on .√ I get on reallywe ll.    Igetonreallywellwithmysister. Igetonwellwithmycolleague. Idon’tgetonwellwithmybrother.
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4. Lookaftermeans:1)toberesponsiblefor,takecareof.  I look after mynephew.√ I look after him.√ I look him after.  I look after . I look mynephew after .  Wouldyoumindlookingaftermycatthisweekend? Couldyoulookaftermyhandbagforaminute? ThebabysitterislookingafterLukethisevening.  5. Pickupmeans:1)collect/gosomewheretogetsomeoneorsomething  I picked up Julie.√ I picked up her.  I picked up . I picked her up .√ I picked Julie up .√  I’mgoingtopickupLifromtheairportat3/I’mgoingtopickLiupfromtheairportat3. WillyoupickupSaeedfromthestationlater?/WillyoupickSaeedupfromthestationlater? Ineedtogointotowntopickupmymedicinethisafternoon/Ineedtogointotowntopickmy medicineupthisafternoon.  Review 1:  pickup =  collect    comeacross =  findbychance    dealwith =  dowhateverisnecessary   lookafter =  takecareof/beresponsiblefor getonwith =  haveagoodrelationshipwith  I’mgoingtotheairportto pick up Julie. Wouldyoumind looking after mybikeforamomentwhileIruntotheshop? I’ll deal with thekitchenlater,afterIgethomefromwork.Iknowit’sveryuntidy. John came across somephotosofhisgrandparentsintheloftyesterday. I get on verywell with allmyfamily–weareveryclose. 
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6. Putonmeans:2)Theactionofcoveringyourbodywithclothes/cosmeticsetc.  I put on myshoes.√ I put myshoes on .√ I put on.  I put them on .√ I put on them.   Don’tforgettoputyourscarfonit’ssnowing/Don’tforgettoputonyourscarfit’ssnowing Youshouldreallyputonsomesunscreen/Youshouldreallyputsomesunscreenon. Iputonmywatchaftermyshowerinthemorning/Iputmywatchonaftermyshowerinthemorning.  7. Takeoffmeans:2)Removeapieceofclothing/accessories/makeup.  I take off mycoat.√ I take it off. √ I take off.  I take off it.  I take mycoat off. √  Pleasetakeoffyourhatinsidethehouse/Pleasetakeyourhatoffinsidethehouse. Don’tyouwanttotakeoffyourscarf?/Don’tyouwanttotakeyourscarfoff? IoftenforgettotakeoffmyearringsbeforeIgotobed/IoftenforgettotakemyearringsoffbeforeI gotobed.  8. Lookintomeans:2)Investigate/checkallthefactsaboutsomething.  I’ll look into theproblem.√ I’ll look it into . I’ll look into it.√ I’ll look theproblem into . I’ll look into .   WeneedtolookintotransportforourweekendinParis. Thepolicearelookingintothetheft.Ireallyhopethey’llfindmybag. Imustlookintobuyinganewcarthisyear–myoldoneisalwayshavingproblems.    
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9. Turndownmeans:2)tomakethesoundquieter.   I turned themusic down .√ I turned down themusic.√ I turned it down .√ I turned down it.  I turned down.   PleaseturndowntheTVit’sveryloud/PleaseturntheTVdownit’sveryloud. PerhapsyoushouldturndownyouriPod/PerhapsyoushouldturnyouriPoddown. Don’tturndowntheradio/Don’tturntheradiodown.   10. Lookforwardtomeans:1)tobeexcitedandhappyaboutsomethingthatwillhappeninthe future.  I’m looking forward to myholiday.√ I’m looking forward myholidayto.  I’m looking forward toit.√ I’m looking forward to going.√ I’m looking forward to go.  I’m looking forward to. 
Review 2  puton  =  coveryourbodywithclothesetc  takeoff =  removeclothesetc lookinto =  investigate/lookatallthefactsaboutsomething turndown =  makethesoundquieter lookforwardto =  beexcitedaboutsomethinginthefuture  Youshould put on acoat–it’sreallycoldoutside. Please,please turn down themusic.Iwanttomakeaphonecall. I’mreally looking forward to tonight–we’regoingoutfordinnerandtothetheatreitshouldbefun. Please take off yourhatinsidethehouse. IwanttogoonholidaytoTurkey,butIdon’tknowanythingaboutit–I’mplanningto look into itthis weekend.  
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