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 Home , You Remind Me 







 54.
SCENE SIX A. Same as SCENE TWO A, except that there is still a spotlight on WILSON who is holding the forms. Spotlight on RAY that looks like moonlight. He is seated at a small desk typing. There are the faint sounds of nighttime. RAY (VOICE OVER) (Typing) General registration, which took place in February and March, 1943, was probably the most trying period the Rohwer Center experienced. In the first place the whole thing was too sudden. Neither the administration staff nor the evacuees had enough advance notice or sufficient preliminary explanation. (With a concerned look, WILSON looks out into the audience) As a result of this lack of understanding, many Center residents were not very careful how they answered Question 28. Many qualified their answers, not because of disloyalty, but merely to express their grievance about evacuation and they did not realize that they were jeopardizing their future freedom. (A spotlight appears on PIERCE who is sitting at the corner of his desk. He is unhappy and looking out into the audience) The captain in charge of the army team was rather brusque in dealing with the Center residents and in answering their questions. The small number of volunteers did not improve his disposition. (RAY sits back in his chair and ponders what he has written. There is a slight pause as RAY looks out into the audience. All three spotlights fade.) SCENE SIX B. RAY’s office. Same as SCENE TWO B. AT RISE: RAY is at his messy desk. He is looking over some papers and drinking some coffee. There is knock on the door.
55. 55.
RAY Come in. (The door opens and Wilson comes in slowly holding the two questionnaires) WILSON Mr. Johnston? (RAY stands) RAY Mrs. Wilson. Nice to see you. WILSON Nice to see you too. I hope I’m not bothering you. RAY Not at all. I was just catching up on some paper work. Nothing that can’t wait. Come on in. Have a seat. WILSON Thank you. (WILSON and RAY si) RAY So, what can I do for you? WILSON Well, I just ... wanted to thank you for my job. RAY Your job? (Chuckling) I think you already did that ... back in October. WILSON Yes, well, I just wanted to thank you again. I was going through a very rough time personally and -- RAY Listen, it’s always tough when a woman has to see her husband go off to war. WILSON Yes, well, this job gave me ... a renewed purpose. And I just wanted to thank you again. RAY You don’t need to thank me. I’m the one who should be thanking you. You’re serving your country and doing a wonderful job.
56. 56.
WILSON That’s kind of you to say. (Awkward pause) RAY Is there something else? WILSON No, I mean, yes, there is ... the point is ... I’ve been really struggling lately. And I can’t seem to find my way back. RAY I’m very sorry that you’ve had to be burdened with the registration process. Hardly in your job description. WILSON No, I don’t mind helping when help is needed. It’s just that - RAY -- I know the last few days have been rough on all of us, Mrs. Wilson. Trust me. (Making light) I’m having to make a second pot of coffee in the late afternoon. WILSON This is very hard for me to say, Mr. Johnston, but ... you see ... I don’t think that I can do this anymore. RAY I understand your position, but look on the sunny side. We should be finishing off the last of the evacuees today, and I promise that you won’t be asked to do anything of this sort again. WILSON Sorry, I’m not being very clear. That’s my fault. What I mean to say, is that ... I can’t stay here anymore. I’m here to turn in my notice. RAY What? WILSON I’m sorry. RAY May I ask why? WILSON Everything just feels upside down - 
57. 57.
RAY I agree ... Look, Mrs. Wilson, we’ve all been building this plane as we fly it, but we haven’t crashed yet. In fact, things have been pretty smooth, if I do say so myself. (WILSON stands and crosses towards the window. She pauses. RAY stands as well) WILSON I got into teaching because I wanted to save the world ... one student at a time. And when the war broke out, my work just seemed even more ... urgent. I mean, all around me, there was anger, and confusion, and hate. Our world is at war and it needs saving. RAY You’re absolutely right. Which is why you can’t give up the fight now. WILSON But, I’m not saving anyone! I want to, but I can’t. In fact, I’m doing the exact opposite. RAY Don’t be so hard on yourself. These are hard times, especially in here. WILSON It’s not “hard”, it’s impossible. We imprisoned these people without a single trial. And day after day, I teach these same people about the Constitution and about the rights that citizens have. But, they don’t. Theirs were taken away. RAY You’re right of course, but we’re starting to -- WILSON The truth of the matter is, I have to leave because ... in my SOUL, I want them to fight. I want them to write letters. I want them to protest. I want them to ... make some noise! But, I can’t tell them that. I have to tell them to keep “calm”. To sit on their hands. To do what they’re told. Because otherwise, if they speak out, they might prove the government “right”, that they can’t be trusted. RAY I know how hard this must be for you ... (WILSON crosses to the door and pauses)
58. 58.
WILSON They want so little. They want to live and die ... without shame. (Silence) RAY Those questionnaires in your hand must have beat you up pretty good this morning. WILSON Yes, sir. (Beat) Can I ask you a question? What if the information on the forms aren’t, 100% truthful? RAY Are you saying the documents have incorrect information on them? Or that the correct information has been changed? WILSON What would happen? RAY If the army found out, the ... evacuee who signed the bottom of those forms would go to prison. Are you saying that those forms have falsified information on them? WILSON I have to leave. (WILSON begins to leave again, getting right behind the door) RAY If you leave ... you might save yourself ... but you won’t save anybody else. (WILSON is frozen with indecision. Suddenly the door bursts open and PIERCE storms in with an arm full of papers. PIERCE crosses to the desk) PIERCE I tell you, Johnston, I am losing my damn mind! RAY Come on in, Captain. Don’t be shy. PIERCE Either these people have tiny brains or big balls. I just can’t figure out which. (PIERCE dumps the papers onto the desk and turns around. 
59. 59.
He finally sees WILSON) Lordy, Mrs. Wilson, please pardon my crudeness. It’s just ... well, I’m getting a very uncomfortable crash course on our evacuees. WILSON It’s quite alright. RAY What seems to be the problem? PIERCE It appears that many of these people can’t answer simple “yes” or “no” questions! And don’t give me that, “they’re Japanese” nonsense, they understand us just fine. The army spent two months creating this survey, trying to make it as clear as possible. They carefully designed the last two questions to require a simple one word answer. I spent three hours training all of the staff members. I explained it, we practiced it. And now what do I get? (PIERCE gestures towards the pile of questionnaires) One giant kick in the rear! Look at these. (PIERCE grabs a few and starts reading) “Yes, I will fight, IF I am not asked to fight in Asia.” “No, I will not fight, UNLESS my family is set free.” “Yes, I will fight WHEN I am guaranteed freedom after I come back.” “Yes, I will pledge allegiance to the United States JUST AS SOON AS they stop treating us like criminals.” IF, UNLESS, WHEN, JUST AS SOON AS! I must be going out of my mind! RAY All of this happened very suddenly and the purpose of the questionnaire was never fully explained to them. Or to us. PIERCE Oh, that’s right ... I keep forgetting ... “you people” like those kinds of things, don’t you? You know, EXPLANATIONS. You like to know WHY you are being asked to do something. Huh, you remind me of little children. RAY Do you have children?
60. 60.
PIERCE No. You just remind me of them. (PIERCE throws the papers back onto the desk) PIERCE Mrs. Wilson, please know that my outburst does not reflect on you in any way. I know that all of you worked hard to get some straight answers. WILSON I tried my best, Captain. PIERCE I know you did. (slight pause) Well, it’s time to separate the cows from the bulls. In my mind, a person is either completely loyal, or they are disloyal. There is no in- between. Approximately 70% of the evacuees answered “yes” to both questions. 20% said “no” to one of the questions, and the remaining 10% said “no” to both questions. RAY Wait, you’re labeling 30% of the evacuees as being disloyal? PIERCE They labeled themselves as disloyal! Get that straight. WILSON Do your figures include these ... qualified answers? PIERCE Yes. RAY Captain, with all due respect, these answers are not definitive “yes” or “no” answers. We need to find out for sure where they stand. And we need to make sure that they understand what their answers mean. PIERCE We don’t have time for all that nonsense! This very minute they’re in the process of clearing all of the residents out of the Tule Lake Relocation Center in California. When that’s done they’re going to make that ranch into a first class, maximum security Segregation Center complete with extra guard towers, brick confinement buildings, and a small squadron of tanks. Now, those are MY kind of people! Then, they’re going to round up all the disloyal little doggies and lock ‘em up. RAY How long until it’s ready?
61. 61.
PIERCE I don’t know, they said by the end of the summer. RAY Then we have time. PIERCE Time for what? RAY You just said that all of the disloyals are going to be sent to Tule Lake. But Tule Lake isn’t going to be ready until after the summer. That gives us a little over three months. PIERCE To do what?! Spit it out! RAY To make sure of their answers. Their qualified answers. PIERCE And just how in the heck do you plan to do that? RAY (Pause) By conducting individual hearings. PIERCE You have got to be kidding me. RAY How many questionnaires have qualified answers on them. PIERCE 1,114. (pause) Seemed like a good idea just a second ago, didn’t it. RAY Fine. I’ll make sure it gets done. Just leave it to me. PIERCE Oh, no, you don’t. You are not going to turn this process into some kind of circus! RAY We will schedule interviews every morning, five days a week until we’re done. PIERCE No, “we” will not! I won’t have it!
62. 62.
RAY What makes you think you can stop me? (Once again, the two men square off on each other. Pause) PIERCE You got guts, Johnston. I like that. But in the middle of those guts, you got a bleeding heart. I got use for one and not the other. RAY You don’t have use for a heart? PIERCE Not during a war. RAY (Beat) You know, Captain, I was just wondering. Do you think it will look good if such a high percentage of our evacuees are labeled as disloyal? (Pause) Especially since our voluntary enlistment numbers are so ... disappointing? PIERCE (A silent boil) I will make up the questions. WILSON Now that school is out, I’d be more than happy to help. PIERCE Nope. Not this time. No offense, Mrs. Wilson. This time, I will conduct the hearings PERSONALLY. I’ll find out once and for all, which side of the war they’re on. And if they’re not on our side, I’ll be the first one to take them to the West Coast, point them towards Japan, and tell them to “start walkin’”. (Regroups) Heck, I‘m actually going to enjoy this. RAY Me too. PIERCE Why’s that? RAY I’ll conduct them with you. PIERCE You? You’ve got to be out of your mind. You’ve got a Center to run. RAY I’ll make as many as I can.
63. 63.
PIERCE (Threatening) Don’t get in my way, Johnston. RAY I wouldn’t dream of it. PIERCE Let me make one thing clear. If you join my team, there’s only ONE Captain. Do you understand? RAY That’s fine. But just remember, Captain. Your team is playing on MY stage, and there’s only ONE director. Do you understand? (Pause, PIERCE smiles at the challenge) PIERCE As my granddaddy used to say, “You play with the bull and yer gonna get the horns.” Be careful, Johnston. (PIERCE notices the papers that WILSON is carrying) Did you finish up at the hospital, Mrs. Wilson? WILSON Finish up? (Pierce indicates the forms in her hand) PIERCE Did you finish collecting the forms at the hospital? WILSON Not quite. PIERCE Thanks for all your hard work this past week. (To Ray) This here’s a Cracker Jack employee you got here, Johnston. A real worker. She helped us get the last of the blocks done yesterday, and today she volunteered to do the patients in the hospital. (To WILSON) Are those for me? WILSON Well, they ... aren’t quite done yet. PIERCE Not done yet? Let me see ... (PIERCE holds out his hand for the forms)
64. 64.
WILSON Captain, I really need to go back and finish them. PIERCE Let me see how far you got ... (Reluctantly, WILSON hands over the forms. PIERCE looks over them) They look done to me. Oh, for crying out loud. Well, our total is up to 1,116 there, Johnston. Here’s a couple more for you: “Yes I will fight IF the government releases my sick mother and father.” Aw, that’s kinda sweet. And “Yes, I will pledge allegiance to the United States WHEN First Generation Japanese Americans are allowed to become US citizens.” When pigs fly. Like I said, either they are ... incredibly stupid or incredibly bold, I don’t know which. I’ll take these. Good job, Mrs. Wilson. (To Ray) I’ll be back first thing Monday morning to start our “individual” interviews. And we can start with these two right here. (PIERCE raises the two questionnaires that he took from WILSON. He then salutes RAY and looks at WILSON) Ma’am. (PIERCE exits) WILSON (Almost to tears) I’ve got to go ... RAY Can you stay until the end of the summer? WILSON I can’t. I’ve done enough damage ... RAY Things are really going to be heating up this summer, and I don’t just mean the temperature. You heard the Captain. At the end of the summer, we’ll be sending trains in all directions - We’ll be sending some loyal evacuees North to the Midwest for temporary and indefinite leave. We’ll be sending some Japanese citizens East for repatriation back to Japan. We’ll be sending some soldiers South for basic training, and some disloyals West for segregation. We’re going to need all hands on deck to put all of the people leaving on the CORRECT trains. (From offstage, JOHN appears in a cap and gown. 
65. 65.
He comes to an edge of the stage) Will you help? Can I count on you? (Silence. JOHN steps into a spotlight) Please, don’t give up the fight. THEY need you. (The lights fade on WILSON and RAY) JOHN Good afternoon fellow graduates, faculty, family, friends, and administrators. It is my honor to deliver this year’s valedictorian speech at Rohwer high school’s first commencement ceremony. It’s been quite a year, to say the least. There is much to say. I have so many emotions, as I know many of you do too. But, let me begin by saying ... I am proud to stand here in front of all of you. I am proud of all that we have done and all that we have accomplished. We all came as a displaced population from all over the West Coast, but together we made a place, for all of us. A place of inclusion, not exclusion. (JOHN takes a moment to look out at the audience as if he knows that white audience members might not appreciate his comments) My speech today is entitled, “With Citizenship comes great responsibility”. (JOHN takes a deep breath) FADE TO BLACK.
END OF ACT ONE
66.
 




















