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Jazz is often considered America's first musical invention. The music grew out of African-American communities in the South in the late 1800s and the early 1900s after slavery was abolished and many freed slaves set out to look for work. Due to strict segregation laws in the South, they had trouble finding it in traditional places of employment, but most of those laws didn't apply to entertainment gigs. African-Americans began to be hired to perform music in vaudeville and variety shows, where an upbeat music called ragtime became popular. In New Orleans, this music was transformed into jazz, Since New Orleans is a port city, people from all over the world came by boat every day, and began bringing musical traditions from their home countries into New Orleans' nightclubs and entertainment venues. These forms of music blended together to become a lively blend known as jazz. "The Jazz Age" came about in the 1920s. The United States was changing — women had been given the right to vote, and Prohibition was passed. Wild jazz music became the perfect background music to the turbulent times. Young people of all backgrounds began to take an interest in the music, and the African-American musicians that wrote and played it became respected and popular performers. From there many branches of jazz evolved, and seeped into other styles of pop music. Composer George Gershwin caused an uproar in the 1920s when he combined strong elements of jazz music with classical music in his work Rhapsody in Blue, now a very famous piece of American concert music. Many songwriters followed suit, and jazz's influence reached almost every form of popular music after it. Its free-form style can be heard in almost every form of American pop music today. WORD SCRATIDLEI Unscramble the letters to form the word that completes the sentence. 1. The word "jazz" may have come from a slang word, jasm, which meant "  energy, and vigor."  RIPITS 2. music is considered to be one of the roots of jazz.  ESLUB 
3. African-American musicians playing in  shows helped spread jazz music throughout the northern and western United States.  LEAUDEVLVI 
Altalkiftiare0 4iikstrk+4 :'ply edu,cotion.com Copyright 2011.2012 by Education.com More worksheets at www.education.com/worksheets Innlctc- Shoo Pety 2 
African-Americans in Pop Music: 
• 
 cJ+ ruffillun cJ1 
Hip-hop music was created in The Bronx in the late 1970s. Starting out as party music played by local DJs during neighborhood parties, the DJs performing began experimenting with different arrangements of the songs they were playing by mixing different pieces of the music together. Soon rapping was added, and DJs began arranging the beats so that rappers could easily find a rhythm to speak in time with. Rappers often wrote lyrics that told about things they had experienced in their own lives. With the addition of rapping, hip-hop became an artistic outlet for African-Americans, a new way for them to tell their stories. From there, hip-hop evolved from just music to an entire lifestyle. Hip-hop also served as a response to disco, a dance music craze at the time. Disco was all about wealth and status, but hip-hop emphasized reality and community. Hip-hop music and culture became a way for the musicians and listeners to deal with the hardships of city life. 
WORD SCR1111DLEI Unscramble the letters to form the word that completes the sentence. 
1. Hip-hop has its own dance styles, including the best-known form of hip-hop dancing, KREBA INDAGNC 
2. Hip-hop music is also sometimes called  , although not all hip-hop has lyrics or spoken parts. PRA SIUCM 
3. A common feature of some hip-hop songs is  ,or taking a short piece from another song or album and mixing it into the new song.  MPNGLISA P trlY■ tc_k., S r‘.0 kpf Di v 
African-Americans in Pop Music: ROCK MID ROLL 
IS— • • 
Rock and roll began in the American south; a combination of the many styles of music that existed in the country at the time. Up until the late 1940s, different cultures in America had created their own styles of music, including blues, jazz, folk, country and swing. Around that time, musicians began to combine the different styles of music, and soon they came together to resemble what we now consider rock and roll. The earliest rock songs are mainly influenced by country and blues. With more and more families enjoying new prosperity after World War II, their teenage children had free time and money to spend. They began attending local dances and concerts where they heard this new style of music played, and soon began spending their money on records. Disc jockeys began to notice the popularity of the music and began playing it on their radio stations, pushing it into the mainstream. Many of the most popular rock and roll hits were blues songs that had been written by African-American songwriters, but were re-recorded by white artists. However, many African-Americans broke through into the mainstream, including legendary names like Chuck Berry, Fats Domino, Bo Diddley and Little Richard. The popularity of rock and roll was an important step toward integration, as people of all races came together to both make and enjoy the music. WORD SCRIII1DLE Unscramble the letters to form the word that completes the sentence. 
1. The appeal of rock and roll across racial lines reflected, and contributed to, the  Movement.  ILIVC GSRIHT 2. Rock and roll was made up of two types of music. Rockabilly, influenced by country music, was popularized by white musicians like  Rock, built on the beats of rhythm & blues, was the type made mostly by African-American musicians like Little Richard.  VSELI EEYSPRL 3. Some of those first rock and roll hits by white musicians were  or rewrites of earlier black rhythm-and-blues or blues songs.  RSOVCE 
Find worksheets, games, lessons & more at education.com/resources Education.com © 2007 - 2018 Education.com 
P4,1vjeK Sneyt African-AmericansnoTown in Pop Music: 
Motown Records was founded by music producer Berry Gordy Jr. in 1959. After getting his start as a songwriter for singers in the Detroit area, he wanted to try his hand at producing. He began signing local artists to his new label, Tamla, which later became Motown Records. The songs released by his label showed a signature sound -- big, bold orchestrations of jazz, blues, and R&B styles, reflecting the largely African-American culture of the Detroit area — that Gordy called "The Sound of Young America". It wasn't long before Motown began scoring hit after hit with songs like "Please Mr. Postman", "Where Did Our Love Go", "Ain't Too Proud to Beg", and many other songs that define the mid-to-late 1960s for many people. Many of the artists Gordy signed to Motown went on to become legendary, like Smokey Robinson and the Miracles, Diana Ross and the Supremes, The Temptations, Stevie Wonder, Marvin Gaye, and the Jackson Five. From 1961 to 1971, Motown had 110 top 10 hit songs, including classics like "My Girl", "I Want You Back", and "Ain't No Mountain High Enough". The songs that were recorded on the Motown label inspired countless musicians, and the artists that performed them paved the way for African-Americans in entertainment. WORD SCRIII1DLE! Unscramble the letters to form the word that completes the sentence. 1. One mark of the success of Motown was the appearance of The Supremes on The Show, the most famous variety show of the era.  DE VANULSLI 2. Berry Gordy saw Motown's music as a way to fight racial prejudice in America. He hoped to see the end of legal segregation, referred to as Laws. MJI RCOW In an effort to win fans across racial lines and help put an end to prejudice, Berry Gordy made strict rules for the appearance, behavior, and even social lives of his musicians. Do you believe he was right to do so? Why or why not? 
M080 Alf 'Z NvAnins Oa '1, :sJamsuv educotion.corn Copyright 0 2012 - 2013 by Educatlon.com More worksheets at www.education.com/worksheets The piano is one of the most popular musical instruments in our culture. It's extremely versatile; it's used in almost every popular style of music, such as jazz, classical, and rock 'n' roll. 
The piano has strings, but you can't see them on every piano and it isn't considered a string instrument. It's actually considered a percussion instrument because each key on the keyboard triggers a hammer inside the piano that strikes a metal string, like a drum. The sound of the string vibrating echoes off the wood in the piano to create loud, full notes. 
The piano was invented by Bartolomeo Cristofori in Italy in the early 1700s. It was originally called the "pianoforte." The words "piano" and "forte" mean "quiet" and "loud" respectively. When musicians play the piano, they play quietly by striking the keys softly, or loud by striking them hard. This was one of the most appealing features of the piano when it was first introduced. 
Most pianos have 88 keys on their keyboards, 52 white keys and 36 black keys. Pianos weren't the first instruments to use a keyboard. The clavichord and harpsichord both came before the piano. The piano was, however, the most popular of all instruments with a keyboard. It inspired the creation of the electric keyboard, which was invented in 1955. Today, through modern technology, people use electric keyboards to create the sounds of any instrument, or even sound effects for movies!  42■1 /\ 
1. New terms: See how these three terms are used in the text, and write a definition next to each one. 
 versatile 
 respectively 
 appealing 
2. Where was the piano invented?  
3.The piano is a string instrument.  True or False? 
4. The piano was the first instrument with a keyboard.  True or False? 
 education.com Copyright 2012-2013 by Education.com More worksheets at www.education.com/worksheets 
 




















